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Last August, Congress passed the Great  
American Outdoors Act to address billions of 
dollars in deferred maintenance needs on public 
lands. SCA members have since tackled long- 
neglected projects up and down the West Coast, 
and more upkeep and safeguards are in queue.   

This summer, lawmakers are debating another potential  
game-changer: funding for a Civilian Climate Corps. Modeled 
on the Depression Era Civilian Conservation Corps and  
included in President Biden’s American Jobs Plan, the new 
CCC would advance climate resiliency and create new  
employment opportunities for a younger, inclusive pool of 
workers struggling mightily in our Covid-stricken job market.

Our nation, however, does not need to create a massive new 
government program. The infrastructure for a Civilian Climate 
Corps already exists.

When Liz Putnam first envisioned SCA in her Vassar College 
senior thesis, she too used FDR’s CCC as a model, and today’s 
SCA and the nation’s more than 130 other youth conservation 
corps are able to deliver immediate and effective solutions in 
sustainability. And that’s precisely what we do need.

The planet’s hottest decade on record was 2011-2020.  
According to the government, last year the U.S. endured  

22 weather or climate disasters that generated at least $1 billion 
in damages; the previous single-year high was 16 such disasters 
including hurricanes, tornadoes, and firestorms. In the first half 
of this year, hundreds of millions of Americans have suffered 
extreme heat, drought, floods, and wildfires. 

These severe circumstances compel us to act now, from public 
lands to urban communities. As evidence mounts that some 
species are being pushed toward the brink of extinction by 
changes to the environment, the National Park Service reports 
it is increasingly looking at “assisted migration…to protect  
species by relocating them to areas with more favorable biotic 
or climatic conditions.” 

In our cities, young people of color and other marginalized 
populations are disproportionately impacted by environmental 
injustices such as air and water pollution, failing tree canopies, 
and the loss of natural areas. What better way to correct these 
inequities than to employ local Climate Corps members in 
improving their own neighborhoods?

SCA is among those urging Congress to provide young  
Americans with modern career opportunities, to strengthen our 
ecosystems and biodiversity, and to improve climate resiliency 
by implementing the Civilian Climate Corps. I invite you to 
join us in this quest by contacting your own elected officials. 
Thank you.

STEPHANIE MEEKS
CEO AND PRESIDENT

As Another Summer 
Simmers, We Need a 
Civilian Climate Corps

Haleakalā National Park, HI
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WILDERNESS RISK  
MANAGEMENT CONFERENCE
SCA will again co-host this annual event that  
prepares practitioners to mitigate the risks inherent in  
exploring, working, teaching, and recreating in wild 
places. The theme of this year’s conference is Facing  
Challenges Together. This virtual event runs from  
October 18-22. Participants can advance their risk  
management skills, share field and administrative  
techniques, and help shape risk management standards  
for the outdoor adventure and education fields. WRMC  
is presented by SCA, NOLS, and Outward Bound USA, 
in partnership with the WRMC Steering Committee. 
Register at thesca.org/wrmc.

SCA MARYLAND CORPS  
STEPS UP
This year marked the launch of the Maryland Conservation 
Jobs Corps, a summer youth employment program of SCA and 
the Maryland Park Service. Teams are tasked with conserving, 
restoring, and enhancing the resources of Assateague, Patapsco 
Valley, and Susquehanna State Parks, among others. This crew 
at Seneca Creek State Park replaced a worn and hazardous set 
of steps with new box frame steps, which will eventually lead to 
Old Pond Trail. For now, however, they merely lead to the next 
set of old steps in need of replacement.

ROVING CREW GETS RAVES
Wonder what it’s like to backpack across the Pacific Northwest  
and remove hundreds of massive blowdowns for up to 10 
days at a time? An SCA “roving crew” is posting regular diary 
entries, as written by team leader Jake Westrich, plus stunning 
photos and videos at thesca.org/rove. The team is making  
its way north from Wallowa-Whitman National Forest in 
Oregon to Mount Rainier National Park. Below, crew member 
Alex Fox has just crosscut a tree measuring three feet in  
diameter that had been blocking the Minam River Trail. 

ALUMNI ENGAGEMENT WEEK
Mark your calendar for SCA’s annual Alumni Engagement  
Week, September 20–25, which promises a series of special  
events designed to help alums make useful connections,  
acquire industry knowledge, discover career opportunities,  
and have fun! Activities kick-off with a Virtual Trivia Hour  
on Monday, SCA Giving Day on Tuesday, a new Virtual  
Career Fair on Wednesday, the return of the UnConference  
on Thursday, and SCA Now with CEO Stephanie Meeks  
on Friday, before festivities conclude on Saturday with  
National Public Lands Day. Look for further details at  
thesca.org/alumniweek and social feeds as events draw  
closer, or reach out to Senior Alumni Engagement Director  
Trisha Malizia at pmalizia@thesca.org.

 SCA
ALUMNI
WEEK

SEPT. 20 - 25
THESCA.ORG/ALUMNIWEEK
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On a perfect July morning, Andres joins MCI staff and visiting 
researchers in inventorying nests, capturing vitals, and banding 
chicks to assess the colony as well as refuge restoration efforts.

Countless common and Atlantic tern nests dot Petit Manan’s 
grasslands and rocky shore and one needs to watch their every 
step. Puffins, however, dig deep burrows and lay their eggs 
underground. Andres carefully stoops, sprawls, and cranes to 
inspect each GPS-catalogued cavity. 

Suddenly, as per his training, he delicately reaches the full 
length of his right arm into the earth. His fingertips repeatedly 
brush feathers but the bird appears to be beyond his grasp. 
Finally, as agitated terns soar overhead and perspiration pours 
from his face, Andres gently pulls an adult puffin from the nest. 

“I was in there to my shoulder!” the normally soft-spoken 
Texan declares. “I was determined to come up with it!” 

As biologists measure the bird’s colorful bill—a reliable gender 
gauge—and collect weight and other health indicators, Andres 
once again reaches into the burrow and this time emerges with 

Andres Rosales (shown on cover) gently  
holds banded tern chick

Shasta Trinity National Forest wildfire restoration team

REBUILD,  
RESTORE,  
RENEW   
Conservation in Three Acts 
America’s conservation timeline largely begins in  
the early 1900s, with the establishment of the first 
federal wildlife sanctuaries and national monuments 
to protect areas of great natural and historical  
significance. From there, conservation steadily grew 
as a domestic priority and today, the government 
oversees 28% of all U.S. lands. 

Yet conservation is far more than roping off real estate. Our 
climate is becoming more and more inhospitable. Species  
are vanishing every day. Much of modern conservation is 
restoration: human intervention (often in response to human 
mistreatment) aimed at repairing distressed ecosystems and 
buttressing biodiversity. 

In this issue of The GreenWay, we examine the efforts of SCA 
volunteers determined to turn the tide of environmental  
degradation, and we begin, perhaps appropriately, at sea.

OFF THE COAST OF MAINE
When scientists revealed two years ago that North America had 
lost three billion birds since 1970, the news was staggering. But 
Maine Coastal Islands National Wildlife Refuge (MCI) is  
writing a different story. In recent decades, experts here have 
reversed declines in a range of species and biologist Linda Welch 
credits SCA interns with being “pretty critical to our program.”

MCI consists of more than 70 islands and five mainland  
properties along Downeast Maine. The refuge’s primary  
mission is colonial seabird restoration and, given its distinctive 
appearance, the Atlantic puffin would have to be the program’s 
unofficial poster bird. More than a century ago, hunters nearly 
eliminated puffins from the Gulf of Maine. Today, warming 
Gulf waters pose the greatest threat as forage fish seek cooler 
temperatures elsewhere, resulting in a potential dietary disaster 
for the puffins.

As our boat approaches Petit Manan Island, intern Andres 
Rosales shouts over the twin 90 horsepower engines. “This is  
a very unique opportunity,” he says. “Many people don’t get  
to see, let alone hold shorebirds.”

This is one of only four Atlantic puffin breeding sites in  
the U.S., and one of six islands harboring nesting razorbills. 
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Blake was with the South Fork crew when they used chainsaws 
to clear some 21 miles of rugged, mountainous trail and, along 
the way, repaired a 60-foot suspension bridge. “The last 10 or 
15 feet had been burned,” Blake says. “So we brought in logs, 
cut them up, and replaced the portion that had burned. The 
South Fork group has had a lot of damaged bridges and they’ve 
been chain sawing them and carrying out all the old materials.”

The fire also claimed wide swaths of forest. No trees, no shade. 
The SCA squad nonetheless persevered. Another crew working 
the area impacted by the 2020 Red Salmon Complex Fire faced 
a different challenge. There, mechanized tools are prohibited, 
so they had to cross-cut their way through trails tangled in 
fallen and/or blackened trees. Crew member Grace Janszen 
didn’t mind at all.

“I’m studying environmental biology,” states the 20-year old.  
“I really wanted to see if working outdoors would be  
something I liked doing, and what better way to find out  
than to throw myself out there? It is hard sometimes but it’s 
better than sitting in an office.”

Grace adds working with like-minded individuals to make  
the outdoors more accessible comes with a special brand of  
rewards. “It’s definitely fulfilling,” she says. “The trail was in 
bad shape before and we’re putting it in better shape. It’s a 
good feeling to know that more people will be able to access 
and enjoy the same area that I did.”

ATLANTA, GEORGIA
There are many roads to conservation, including Georgia  
State Route 120, which runs right through Kennesaw  
Mountain Battlefield National Park. This is one of several 
stops for SCA’s new Atlanta crew program. “We rebuilt a 
split rail fence around a historic farm house,” says 16-year old 
Robert Wasi. “It wasn’t easy but it was fun. Working together 
lessened the load.”

Teamwork and community often come up in conversation 
with this group. Jazmin Hill, 15, says her grandmother  
instilled a sense of service in her and she fed off her crewmates 
throughout. “We all feed off each other,” Jazmin observes.  
“The energy is just there. We’re all different people but  
everybody is open to one another.”

a ball of fluffy black feathers: a weeks-old chick. He beams 
while banding it. (Note: birds lack a strong sense of smell, thus 
human contact is not detrimental.)

In subsequent weeks, Andres moves on to trail work, boating 
operations, habitat surveys and more through SCA’s Career 
Discovery Intern Program, which exposes members to the 
many professional opportunities within the Fish and Wildlife 
Service. And when the wildlife management major at Texas 
A&M Kingsville returns to school this fall, he’ll bring what  
he calls “a newfound love for shorebird research. This is  
something I want to pursue in the future.”

It appears the agency may have the same objective in mind. 
“Andres is a really hard worker, has strong interest in wildlife 
biology, and is super-interested in birds,” notes biologist  
Linda Welch. “He’s been a perfect fit.”

BIG BAR, CALIFORNIA
By mid-July of this year, California had already experienced 
more than 5,000 wildfires, including the Beckwourth Complex 
Fire—at more than 100,000 acres, the state’s first “megafire”  
of 2021. 

Yet there was still much to clean up from previous blazes and, 
this summer, three SCA teams drew that assignment at Shasta-
Trinity National Forest in Northern California. As tempera-
tures soared daily above 100 degrees, the crews restored trails 
and bridges, removed downed trees, and curtailed erosion.

“Sometimes we start at 6:00 a.m. to beat the heat but when 
you’re working ten-hour days, there’s really no escape,” states 
22-year old Blake Kelly. As an intern project coordinator,  
Blake roves among the three SCA restoration teams, working 
in the field as he manages logistics and resupplies. 

(continued on page 6)

“ The trail was in bad shape before 
and we’re putting it in better shape. 
It’s a good feeling to know that 
more people will be able to access 
and enjoy the same area that I did.”  
- GRACE JANSZEN
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“ We Had to Take  
Action—and Fast!”   

Crew leaders Reilly Corkran and Alexis “Lex” Mpezo have  
had a hand in cultivating those connections. “One of the 
things I bring,” notes Reilly, “is that, as an individual, you  
may not feel like you’re doing a lot [but] the change a group 
makes is incredible! We’re not gonna save the world but we  
can make a difference for our community.”

In addition to the fencing at Kennesaw, the crew cleared  
trails in Atlanta’s Mozley Park and the PATH400 Greenway, 
and brightened the gardens at Martin Luther King National 

Park. Reilly says she cried while driving home from the  
MLK project. “It’s such a powerful place,” she states. “So  
much history started on that ground. Maintaining it was  
so humbling.”

Social and environmental justice are among the tenets of this 
crew, made possible by a grant from the UPS Foundation.  
Lex, the co-crew leader, says she and Reilly strive to place  
the members in control of their experience. “There are many 
systems in place meant to hinder the growth of certain  
communities. This program allows individuals within the  
community to be an integral part of its growth. Instead of 
students who have zero connection to this area, we’re working 
with the people who know it best.”

And their knowledge is only growing. For many participants, 
this immersion in the city’s natural and cultural heritage was a 
first and it inspired further discoveries. Robert Wasi searched 
online to learn more about Dr. King’s legacy. Crewmate Ryan 
Soares is now keen on becoming a local park ranger. And  
Jazmin Hill already plans to join an SCA crew next summer.

“If the world had more groups like SCA,” she says, “I think  
the environment would be a lot better.”  

SCA intern Laney Reasner is among those being  
credited with rescuing a struggling bald eaglet in  
Raystown Lake, PA. An Army Corps of Engineers  
dam operator noticed the grounded eaglet near the 
facility’s spillway, prompting Laney, an 18-year old 
natural resources assistant from nearby Neelyton, and 
Corps Specialist Alicia Palmer to speed to the scene. 

“The day was already heating up,” Laney recalls, “so we 
knew we had to take action, and fast.” After determining 
the eaglet could not fly on its own, it was captured  
and transported to a wildlife care center where the 
young bird later tested positive for West Nile Disease. 
Following a period of tube feeding, the eaglet is  
expected to make a full recovery.

“At Raystown, we monitor four eagle nests around  
the site, which has been one of the core responsibilities 
of my job,” Laney says. 

The nest from which the sick eaglet emerged was  
established in a tall pine tree near the Raystown  
Hydroelectric Plant in 2019. Since then, it has fledged 
six eaglets. Pennsylvania Game Commission Officer Mike College safely 

captured the sick impaired eaglet

SCA Atlanta crew
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Nature is not without risk, despite its splendors.  
And those splendors are often threatened by  
ill-informed use.  

These dichotomies are behind a joint initiative between  
SCA and the New York State Department of Environmental 
Conservation. Right now, SCA members are hiking, climbing,  
and paddling through some of the state’s most scenic areas 
to counsel users on visitor safety and Leave No Trace (LNT) 
practices. They’re also maintaining trails and other outdoor  
assets as part of the Natural Resource Steward program.

Thirty miles south of Buffalo, 22-year old Kendall Farr  
patrols the Zoar Valley Multiple Use Area, known for its  
stunning gorge, adventurous rafting, and mounting tragedies. 
A dozen people have died in falls or drownings at Zoar Valley 
since 2004. 

“I’m out here making sure people stay safe, trying to prevent 
accidents and injuries,” Kendall explains. “I very much put 
myself in the visitors’ shoes. A lot of people are new to the 
area and not familiar with the trail system. For non-super 
experienced hikers, we want nature to be accessible as well  
as safe.”

Like her fellow Stewards, Kendall roams several miles a  
day. Some by land, some by water, in all kinds of weather.  
The effort, she insists, is worth it. “Accidents affect lives.  
They affect families,” Kendall says. “It’s up to us to make  
sure people stay safe and avoid injuries. Or worse.” 

On the eastern shores of Lake Ontario, SCA’s Meredith  
Grimshaw keeps one eye on visitors and the other on a rare 
pair of nesting piping plovers. Collisions between beachgoers 
and the endangered shorebirds are an annual event in many 
locales and Meredith, who is from the area, is eager to meet 
visitors and share wonders and warnings from her own  
backyard. “The public’s response to piping plovers nesting in 

the area has been mixed,” she notes. “I explain to them that 
the dune ecosystem is very sensitive and imperiled and must 
be protected from recreational pressures.”

Meredith says providing a close-up look at the tiny creatures  
is often enough to win over any skeptics. “The best moments 
are when I introduce the piping plovers to someone who has 
not heard of them or has misconceptions about them,” she 
notes. “After observing the birds through a spotting scope, 
they become excited and want to advocate for the plovers.  
It makes me proud to be part of an effort to rebuild the dunes 
and bring back species that depend on them.”

Another steward, Thomas Lawrence, spends his morning at a 
boat launch on Little Tupper Lake in the Adirondacks. “I talk 
to people as they unload gear, make them aware of the weather 
and water conditions, LNT, remind them to be careful with 
fire,” he says.

As traffic and activity wane, Thomas decides to replace the 
battered yoke on a park canoe before heading out on boat 
patrol. It’s a quiet afternoon but eventually he makes a friendly 
intercept of a couple paddling to their campsite on the far 
end of the lake. “Most of the people you meet are completely 
prepared,” Thomas notes, “but then there are those who need 
a little assistance. 

“The human interaction, education, outreach—those are the 
facets of this job that are really important to me.”

Still, it’s the Adirondacks’ solace and seclusion that stays with 
you. As evening falls and Thomas makes his way back across 
Little Tupper, he encounters a group of loons. “A sign of a 
healthy wilderness lake,” says the Union College grad.

The loons’ distinctive wails echo across the glass-like surface,  
a joyous song of stewardship.

NY Interns Stress  
Safety, Stewardship

Kendall Farr

Thomas Lawrence
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But just a few weeks later, the  
pandemic forced the museum to 
close. A few months after that, fire 
broke out in the building next door. 
Responders pumped more than 
150,000 gallons of water into the 
neighboring structure and much of it 
drained into the museum, which also 
suffered smoke damage. “With a crew 
of 50 volunteers,” Josie says, “we were 
able to pull all of our objects from the 
building, move them to safety, and 
begin immediate triage. At this point, 

we have not lost a single item of our 5,000+ collection.” The 
facility is on schedule to reopen this fall.

On top of all that, Josie points out that museums, like many 
other organizations, are confronting the need to be more 
diverse and inclusive—a movement she is determined to  
advance. “The thing that is oftentimes missing from the  
blanket statements of many organizations is culture change…
the policies that reflect their words.”

At times like these, Josie leans on her SCA days. “The biggest 
part of my SCA experience was learning about what I was 
capable of,” she states. “Knowing that I could handle myself 
in all types of situations really boosted my self-esteem. Today, 
I’m able to teach my two little girls how to do the same and  
I cannot wait to see how it shapes them.”

STUDENT CONSERVATION ASSOCIATION, INC.
689 River Road
Charlestown, NH 03603-4171

THESCA.ORG
thegreenway@thesca.org

In 2009, Josie took a huge step in that direction, interning  
with SCA in archaeological collections management at 
Yosemite National Park. While examining historical records, 
however, she noticed numerous first-hand accounts from 
early settlers and tourists, but little in the way of indigenous 
perspectives. Josie subsequently connected with members of 
regional tribes whose ancestors once lived on current park 
land and says “these encounters helped me to recognize my 
own tribe’s history of forceful expulsions from our home.”

From there, Josie added her voice to a longstanding  
campaign to establish a Ho-Chunk Museum and, ten years 
later, the facility opened in Tomah, WI, with Josie as its  
director. “January 2020, after 56 years of waiting,” she says. 
“This was the first time we were able to tell the story of our 
own people, in our own words, in our own space.”

   ALUMNI PROFILE: 
“ Our People,  
Our Words,  
Our Place”

  
   “ I have wanted to work in museums 

since I was nine years old,” declares 
Josie Lee, director of the Ho-Chunk 
Nation Museum in Wisconsin. 

Make your gift at thesca.org/tgwGive

Josie Lee

SCA Giving Day is coming on September 22!  
Please help us reach our goal of raising $64,000 from  

donors in all 50 states. Can we count you in?

www.thesca.org

