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In past springs, The GreenWay typically  
previewed the approaching summer of  
conservation service. This year, we are  
looking a bit beyond that.  

Our world is racing to reduce greenhouse gas emissions by 45% 
before the end of this decade, and to achieve net zero emissions 
by 2050 to forestall the worst effects of climate change. 

Nineteen of the warmest years on record have occurred since 
2000. Put another way: this year’s college graduates have  
experienced new temperature highs virtually every year of  
their lives. 

They’ve heard all the warnings about melting ice caps, rising  
sea levels, and failing ecosystems. It is not often, however,  
that we hear from them. 

Now, that also is changing.

In April, just hours before the 51st Earth Day dawned, the 
Student Conservation Association released The SCA Climate 
Survey, a nationwide poll of more than one thousand 15-25 
year-olds. Young people told us their convictions and concerns, 
and shared their frustrations and anxieties. Prolonged and 
politicized attacks on facts have diminished faith in government, 
though a majority remain optimistic we will eventually get our 
global act together.

Yet youth seem to recognize that they, too, must do more.  
Only 14% of respondents agreed with the statement “I can and  
I am making a positive difference” on climate. Two-thirds  
expressed a desire to do more while confessing they were not 
sure how.

To me, that is among the most revealing findings of  
The SCA Climate Survey, and it compels SCA and others  
in the environmental community to be more active in  
providing young people with objective information to aid  
their decision making, as well as meaningful opportunities  
to enhance their world.

There is more on our survey in the pages ahead, plus the  
perspectives of SCA volunteers and alumni engaged in a  
range of climate actions. I also encourage you to review  
the entire poll, related videos and more on our website at  
thesca.org/climatesurvey.

Finally, I thank you for your continuing support of SCA, its  
mission, and its members. As we look forward to resuming  
our summer routines, keep an eye out for the young people 
helping to protect our national parks and local green spaces.  
The next generation of conservation leaders is working today  
to secure a more sustainable tomorrow.

STEPHANIE MEEKS
CEO AND PRESIDENT

Taking the  
Temperature  
on Climate

DR. LEE TALBOT, 1931-2021
SCA mourns the passing of Lee Talbot, Ph.D.,  
husband of SCA Co-Founder Martha “Marty” 
Hayne Talbot and a professor of Environmental  
Science and Policy at George Mason University  
in Virginia. The renowned ecologist authored  

the Endangered Species Act, advised U.S. presidents and the United  
Nations, and conducted decades of groundbreaking research across Africa 
and Asia, often with Marty by his side. Dr. Talbot was 90 years of age.
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PARKER VOTED  
SCA BOARD 
CHAIR
Dr. Mamie Parker, a pioneer 
with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service through a nearly 30-year 
career, was elected chairwoman of 
the SCA board of directors at its 
annual meeting. Dr. Parker was 

the first African American to serve as regional director with 
the agency before rising to the level of assistant director. Dr. 
Parker is currently an environmental consultant, executive 
coach, and nonprofit trustee. She succeeds previous SCA 
Chair Kathy Bonavist, who remains on the board.

GULFCORPS  
EXTENDED TO 2025
A green jobs program aiding Gulf coast communities in 
their recovery from the Deepwater Horizon oil spill has been 
renewed for another four years. GulfCorps, launched in 2017 
by the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 
(NOAA), The Nature Conservancy, SCA, and others, was 
awarded a $11.9 million grant by the RESTORE Council in 
April. To date, GulfCorps has created 275 jobs and the new 
funding will produce an additional 400 positions for local 
young adults. SCA has managed the Alabama portion of the 
program since its inception, while conducting annual orien-
tations and trainings for members in all five Gulf states.

SCA CONVENING ON 
YOUTH CO-POWERMENT
With hashtags of #SCAConvening21 and #CoPowerment, 
SCA recently hosted scores of professionals from the conser-
vation, environmental justice, equity, and youth development 
fields at The SCA Convening on Youth Co-Powerment. The 
online, cross-generational gathering focused on supporting 
young change makers seeking to forge a more sustainable and 
resilient world. Highlights included project presentations 
by SCA Pittsburgh members as well as breakout sessions on 
addressing social emotional learning and traditional power 
structures. “Even though it was virtual, it felt more personal 
and deeper than other conferences,” declared one participant. 
Videos and other highlights are posted at www.thesca.org/
convening. 

CLEVELAND CREW  
LAUNCHING THIS SUMMER
SCA continues to expand hands-on conservation opportunities 
for urban youth. In Cleveland this summer, a crew of local  
high school students will extend a popular mountain bike 
trail at Ohio & Erie Canal Reservation in collaboration with 
Cleveland Metroparks. In addition, program participants will 
receive training in natural resource management. As previously 
announced, SCA is also debuting an Atlanta crew program 
with support from the UPS Foundation. 

Photo: Kevin Payravi, Wikimedia Commons
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the most impactful thing I have done,” she adds, “is to share 
my experiences with friends, family, or anyone who is willing 
to listen.”

And that leads us to one of the most striking findings of  
The SCA Climate Survey.

CLICK HERE FOR CLIMATE ACTION
When asked to identify actions they’ve taken to combat  
climate change, 27% of respondents cited a reduced reliance 
on single-use plastics, 14% said alternate transportation,  
and 12% have curtailed electrical use. The most common 
behavior, however, was sharing climate information on social 

Melany Arriola

Ali Bastek

Amplifying 
Youth Voices:  
 THE SCA CLIMATE SURVEY

Melany Arriola creates carbon emission reduction 
strategies for the City of Pittsburgh in the second  
of back-to-back SCA internships.

“I have spent the last year creating a narrative on climate  
adaption and building resilience in the city’s internal  
operations,” she states.

A Los Angeles native who “grew up with air pollution and  
saw wildfires become the new norm,” Melany has no doubt 
that climate change is real—and 86% of 15-25 year-old  
Americans agree with her, according to a nationwide poll 
commissioned by SCA. 

The SCA Climate Survey also reveals that nearly 40% of 
respondents view climate change as a “crisis” and 83% believe 
there is still time to prevent its worst effects. Youth are split, 
however, on whether that goal is achievable. For Melany, an 
SCA sustainability fellow, that only adds to her determination.

After analyzing decades of regional climate trends including 
temperature, precipitation, air quality, and ecology, Melany 
projected various “stressors” for which the city must plan, 
including harsher winters, hotter summers, and an ongoing 
influx of invasive species. 

“The adaptation component I’m developing for Pittsburgh’s 
Climate Action Plan 3.0 aims to baseline climatic changes,  
assess vulnerabilities, and recommend actions to increase  
the city’s resilience,” she says. “This is the first time the city  
has taken a look at how it can leverage its own resources to 
improve its operations and protect its assets.

“This could mean installing more green infrastructure in  
parks to mitigate flooding, using demand response to  
curb pollution on bad air quality days, or starting routine 
maintenance greenways to prevent landslides. However, my 
narrative is really focusing on high-level recommendations.  
For instance, one is to create a climate budget policy to  
integrate climate risk into all budget decision-making.”

Melany, who graduated from Chatham University earlier  
this year with a degree in sustainability, is both informed  
and passionate on the topic of climate. She states with  
pride that she does not own a car, buys local, and seeks out 
environmentally-friendly products and packaging. “Perhaps  
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and posted a series of 3D videos to the refuge’s website and 
Facebook page. “We do a lot of field work and research on 
seabirds and we want to have good relationship with those  
who live nearby,” Ali says. “Through social media, people see 
value in the work we do and communicate with us when they 
see migratory birds coming in.”

When the interns produced virtual programming for a spring 
shorebird festival, they included information on how climate 
change is affecting area habitats. They say the birders, anglers, 
hunters, and Native Alaskans they reach represent a range of 
viewpoints, but the majority share a deep concern over the  
effects of warming temperatures on the state’s ecosystems.

“Climate change is a huge issue,” Katey asserts. “It’s also really 
stressful, especially when you know the science behind it and 
what has to change to address it.”

OVERCOMING CLIMATE ANXIETY
SCA leveraged digital technology when we released The SCA 
Climate Survey during a virtual news conference live-streamed 
on Facebook, just before Earth Day.

CEO Stephanie Meeks opened the event, revealing that while 
86% of the young people polled believe the world’s climate is 
heating up, that figure is down from the 92% recorded in a 
2020 SCA study. She also noted the 71% of respondents who 
contend climate change is caused by human activity plunged 
from 83% the year before.

What’s more, a combined two-thirds of those interviewed 
indicated “I’m not sure how” to make a positive difference on 
climate or “I wish I could do something.” Meeks attributed 
these figures to years of politicized rhetoric and science denial.

“The ramp-up to the 2020 election was marked by division and 
disinformation,” Meeks asserted. “Sadly, this has eroded truth 
and fostered a sense of insecurity and helplessness on climate.”

“Climate anxiety among young people is a real thing,” added 
SCA alum Michael Cronin, currently the Climate Corps  
manager for the Environmental Defense Fund. “It’s such a 
large-scale problem, people sometimes don’t believe their  
actions as individuals can make a difference. That’s a fallacy. 
Just look at Greta Thunberg, who has quite literally changed 

media, at 68%. Generation Z’s handheld habits are well  
documented, but can they really move the climate needle 
through shares and retweets? Absolutely, say SCA interns  
Ali Bastek and Katey Shedden.

Ali and Katey (on cover with cardboard cutout, preparing  
for Kachemak Bay Shorebird Festival) are visitor services 
specialists at Alaska Maritimes National Wildlife Refuge, a 
vast and largely remote sanctuary stretching from the Aleutian 
Islands to the Alaska Panhandle. Although they frequently  
staff the refuge visitor center in Homer, they reach far more 
people through the videos and other content they generate for 
the refuge’s social media platforms, where every post has the 
potential to go viral.

“One of the themes of environmental education is the more 
you know about something, the more you’ll care about  
something,” Katey notes. “You never know who is going to  
see that post—‘animal agriculture really impacts climate’— 
and react by saying ‘Okay, I’ll eat a more plant-based diet.’ 

“I was the same way. I saw something online, did more and 
more research, and now here I am at Alaska Maritime!”

Ali adds the pandemic-related restrictions of the past  
year-plus underscore the importance of social media. “We  
try to reach a lot of different audiences here,” she says.  
“We have people who’ve entered the visitor center, we have 
indigenous communities on the refuge, and we formerly  
did a lot of in-person presentations to our Homer neighbors 
even though they technically are not on the refuge. The  
internet is a great equalizer.” 

To better connect with their constituents, Ali and Katey have 
introduced recurring online features such as “Ask a Biologist” (continued on page 6)

“ Climate change is a huge issue.  
It’s also really stressful, especially 
when you know the science  
behind it and what has to change  
to address it.”  - KATEY SHEDDEN
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SUPPORTER SPOTLIGHT:
The Write Stuff   

the world by mobilizing millions of climate advocates on a 
global scale.

“It can be tough to determine where to begin,” he continued. 
“To combat this, young people should consider joining a 
coalition or an advocacy group…like-minded people who are 
equipped to support you. I know SCA did that for me, and 
that launched my career.”

On other topics, SCA Board Chair Dr. Mamie Parker reported 
there was strong support among youth for strengthening 
environmental justice safeguards. “It is difficult to definitively 
state that the past year of racial reckoning is a factor in these 
findings,” she said, “but it is clear that young people want to 
address the unjust and unhealthy conditions faced by certain 
marginalized populations.”

In addition, a majority of the nation’s 15-25 year-olds  
approve of America’s return to the Paris Agreement, the Biden 
administration’s goal of net-zero emissions within 30 years,  
and the activation of a Civilian Climate Corps.

For more than 60 years, SCA has provided young people from 
all backgrounds with opportunities to shape their natural 
world. We conducted The SCA Climate Survey to amplify 
youth voices on one of the most consequential issues of their 
time. Moving forward, SCA intends to poll young Americans 
annually to determine if and how opinions shift as our climate 
changes…ideally, for the better.

You may view the complete survey, video commentaries, and 
more at thesca.org/climatesurvey.  

Ida Lewenstein of San Mateo, CA adopted a  
conservation ethic as a child, one borne of  
necessity as much as a concern for nature.  

“I was brought up in the Depression,” she states. “We had  
to save and do without a lot, and my mother was very  
conservation minded.”

Ida, who turned 90 in May, started collecting and recycling 
waste in her younger days, long before the practice caught 
on among the population at large. As an adult, Ida chose a 
path of service, first as an elementary school teacher and then 
as a social worker. After raising her family, she spent decades 
teaching English as a second language (ESL) in war-ravaged 
El Salvador.

Of late, Ida has turned to writing children’s books and  
environmental verse. 

Footprints in the sand
Disappear with the rising tide
But carbon footprints are everywhere 
Those you cannot hide

Ida also writes frequent checks to support SCA volunteers, for 
which we are most appreciative. Her books, which include the 
titles “Poor Old Goat,” “A Sad Little Dog,” and “My Secret 
Rocket,” depict characters who find a way to fulfill their poten-
tial. That may explain why she generously contributes to SCA.

“It is an excellent program,” Ida says. “It really helps young 
people move forward.”

For Earth Day, Ida sent us her sonnet “Consider the Litter,” 
which includes a gentle admonishment that recycling soda 
cans and candy wrappers is always better than discarding 
them on the street.

It’s curious
That we humans
With our superior brain
Act in ways that are
Hard to explain

Ida is currently working on an ESL collection of poems,  
playlets, and other materials she’s composed for her students.
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Smoke trails behind me as I hike up the next 
drain along Falling Creek at Piedmont National 
Wildlife Refuge. Drip torch in hand, I paint a ribbon of 
fire near the ecotone of hardwoods and pines. Flames creep  
up the hills, setting back the successional clock of underbrush 
and encouraging herbaceous growth in the understory needed  
by native species. Birds will return to this blackened earth 
minutes after the fire passes and, in days, grass will poke 
through the ground. 

Prescribed burns during the dormant and growing season  
play a key role in the restoration and management at this 
35,000-acre refuge south of Atlanta, providing key habitat  
for native species and healing the land after decades of  
degradation. Poor farming practices from European settlement 
through the Depression exhausted the clay hills of Georgia. 
Rainstorms washed away topsoil on steep-sloped fields of  
cotton, leaving gullies deeper than swimming pools and the 
land forever changed. 

The refuge system saw an opportunity to prove “any kind 
of land could be managed for wildlife” and has provided 
rare continuity for declining habitats at a meaningful scale. 
Eighty-year-old loblolly and shortleaf pine uplands at  
Piedmont provide crucial habitat for a core population of 
federally-endangered red-cockaded woodpeckers. The birds 
excavate old, live pine trees to make their nesting cavities,  
in which they feed their young insects, which thrive in the 
fresh growth from prescribed fires. 

The ecosystems they call home have declined significantly  
over the past 150 years as fire suppression, intensive  
silviculture, and development fracture and close off their  
habitat. Found primarily in longleaf forests in the coastal 
plain, these little birds persisted here in the Piedmont because 
of remnant shortleaf and loblolly pine stands, the cultural 
burning and grazing practiced by early settlers, and years  
of active management by refuge staff. Through forest  
management activities such as prescribed fire and forest  
thinning, refuge managers create and maintain the habitat 
conditions for red-cockaded woodpeckers and other native 
fauna to thrive. 

Human actions precipitated many of the problems that  
Piedmont and other landscapes have faced through the  
years, but responsible stewardship and restoration is slowly 
bringing balance to this ecosystem again. As I help count a 
record breeding season for the red-cockaded woodpecker here, 
I am reminded of the patience and care it takes to manage  
and protect our natural world. Understanding our ecosystems 
and actively managing them for health and sustainability  
will see us through the next century of restoration. 

Fire Lights the Way  
for Restoration  
and Management
By Chambers English, SCA Forest Technician Intern

Chambers English

ANNOUNCING SCA’S  
Million Dollar  
Challenge

Don’t miss this opportunity to  
double the impact of your support!

 For a limited time, your gift will be 
matched dollar-for-dollar!

 Learn more and make your gift today!

Visit thesca.org/tgw

Your contribution of: 

$50 becomes $100
$250 becomes $500

$500 becomes $1,000
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The Student Conservation Association (SCA) is America’s  
largest and most effective youth conservation service 
organization. SCA conserves lands and transforms lives by 
empowering young people of all backgrounds to plan, act,  
and lead, while they protect and restore our natural and  
cultural resources. Founded in 1957, SCA’s mission is to  
build the next generation of conservation leaders.
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That first job—managing the Silver Creek 
Preserve in Idaho—soon led to a second, 
third and fourth and then the pinnacle: 
deputy director of TNC’s Idaho chapter.
Over a 30-year career, Lou used the  
lessons in teamwork he learned with SCA 
to build coalitions among a wide range of 
stakeholders and earn broad support for 
conserving the state’s scenic landscape. 
Lou’s wife Cindy has been a professional 
partner as well as a life partner through-
out much of this process, and together 
they have fashioned an enviable legacy 
that will long endure.

Recently, Lou stepped down as state 
deputy director but he wasn’t quite  
ready to retire. Instead, he returned to 
his original TNC position, managing 

Silver Creek Preserve, which he describes as “a very special 
place where people can experience the wonder of nature  
first-hand.” Cindy will be part of this journey as well, as a  
full time volunteer. 

And if you need one more example of going full circle, you 
should also know that Lou is an active member of the SCA 
Alumni Council and that the Luntes are annual donors and 
legacy gift supporters of SCA.

“We need to be developing a new generation of leaders who 
understand the importance of teamwork, that diversity brings 
strength, and that a healthy natural world is essential to our 
quality of life,” Lou states. “Whether participants pursue a 
career in conservation or in something else, they will take  
their SCA experience with them for life—I know it.”

STUDENT CONSERVATION ASSOCIATION, INC.
689 River Road
Charlestown, NH 03603-4171

THESCA.ORG
thegreenway@thesca.org

Alumni routinely report their  
SCA experience made them more 
confident, gave them direction, 
or even helped them land their 
first job. Check, check, and check  
for Lou Lunte.  

As a child, Lou enjoyed regular  
family outdoor excursions. “I always 
anticipated summer camping trips to 
Southwest Colorado to fish, raft, and 
hike from sun up to sun down,” he 
says. While Lou was in high school, 
his father—a biology teacher who had 
introduced several of his students to SCA—suggested his  
son apply. Lou earned a slot on a conservation crew at North 
Cascades National Park, and re-upped the following year for  
a Sherpa crew at Olympic National Park.

“Six of us worked long days carrying heavy loads of supplies 
into the backcountry for various park projects,” Lou recalls. 
“The ability of members to step up at different times and 
inspire the rest of us during particularly difficult carries will 
always stay with me.

“My experience gave me the skills and confidence I needed to 
secure my first seasonal position with the U.S. Forest Service. 
Opening that first door was critical which, along with my  
education, helped me land my first job with The Nature  
Conservancy.”

ALUMNI PROFILE:  
Lou Lunte 

Make your gift today at thesca.org/tgw

Lou and Cindy Lunte
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