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SCA...Answering the Call to Preserving Our
Natural World Reported by CharlesK. West

Theworld iscaling...answer it. A charge for over 50 years now, the Student Conservation
Association (SCA) has answered. SCA has been a nationwide force of high school and college-
age volunteers committed to protecting and preserving the environment through internships,
conservation jobs and crew experiences since 1957. Through hands-on-field experiences, SCA
members have completed conservation projects across the country with disciplines ranging from
archaeol ogy and zool ogy.

The Next Environmental Champions

Founded in 1957, by Elizabeth (Cushman) Titus Putnam, then a student at Vassar College, the
vision began as a senior thesis project to encourage young people to perform natural resource
conservation on public lands. By placing 53 volunteers in the Grand Teton and National Olympic
Parks, the organization grew steadily expanding into all 50 states. Today, there are nearly 45,000
alumni who continue to practice the conservation efforts they first experience. SCA has
completed conservation projects in maor public lands and parks across the country and has
partnered with such groups as National Park Service (NPS), US Forest Service, The Wilderness
Society, The National Wildlife Federation, National Fire Plan Council, and The Garden Club of
America. SCA continues to follow its mission to build the next generation of conservation
leaders and inspire lifelong stewardship of environment and communities by engaging young
people in hands-on service to the land.
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Outdoor Leaders of the Future

One of the most effective initiatives involving kids is its Conservation Crew Leaders program
which provides high school students conservation experience in backcountry, front country and
urban environments. The groups are recruited nationally and work under the supervision of adult
crew leaders. Each member participates in environmental education and activities while assisting
on high impact conservation projects.

Teamwork, Repairing the Trall

The Conservation Crews consists of two fronts, the National Crew and Conservation Leadership
Corps (CLC) to incorporate various backgrounds of participants. The National Crews are
recruited from across the country and spend 15-35 days camping in the front and back country
while completing their projects.

These participants not only have an opportunity to work with land management agencies and
national parks, but gain outdoor skills through active outdoor activities including hiking,
camping and paddling. What better way to work and play.

The Commuting Crews mostly target urban youth and populations that are traditionally
underrepresented in the conservation field.

Working in parksin their communities, members participate in weekly environmental education
lessons and embark on afinal camping trip.

Throughout the years, the crews have completed projectsin al 50 states including Alaska,
Hawaii, Puerto Rico, and the Virgin Islands. Such projects have included bridge construction,
worm fence construction, trail corridor clearing, waterbar and check step installation, new trail
construction, turnpike construction, and stonecase construction. Over the course of weeks, the
crew gains skills that will carry them through the rest of their lives and build friendships and
relationships with peers and role models.



